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(57) ABSTRACT

A data handling system for handling multiple datasets is
provided with an access module for accessing datasets of
several categories and a connection module to link datasets in
the respective categories. From a region of interest in one
anatomical image a link is provided to the corresponding
region of interest in other types of images and/or other types
of data, such as a time intensity curve for that region of
interest. Also the propagation of the region of interest in one
image, such as an anatomical image, through a temporal
succession of images may constitute links through an image
series.
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1
HANDLING OF DATASETS

The invention pertains to a data handling system.

Such a data handling system is known from the interna-
tional application WO 2002/027712.

The known data handling system is arranged to operate on
data sets that concern series of 2D or 3D images. The data
handling involves transformation and segmentation of the
images. Each separate transformation is based on a fitting
operation between two images of a series of images. When a
segmentation has been performed on one (the first) image,
that segmentation on the first image of the series is modified
on the basis of the transformation that fits or e.g. warps the
first image to a next image of the series. The modified trans-
formation is then applied to that next image of the series. This
allows for easy comparison among images of the series with-
out much human intervention.

An object of the invention is to provide a data handling
system that has the capability to handle datasets more effi-
ciently, in particular when the datasets represent a wide vari-
ety of data.

The present invention notably aims at datasets of various
different types. For example in medical diagnostic magnetic
resonance examination several different series of data are
acquired and from the data that are acquired in the form of
magnetic resonance signals there are constructed additional
datasets. For example, in a functional brain examination
based on magnetic resonance there is formed an anatomical
survey image, several high-resolution anatomical images,
series of diffusion weighted images and perfusion images.
Additional data series, such as time intensity curves, are
derived from the diffusion weighted images as well as from
the perfusion images. All of these data may be involved in a
clinical analysis. This clinical analysis includes viewing of
the images within a series and comparing series with each
other. The clinical analysis may also involve examining a time
intensity curve that pertains to a particular anatomical feature.
Thus, next to anatomical structure that is represented in the
images physiological functional information represented by
the time intensity curves are employed in the clinical analysis.
The known data handling system only provides for an auto-
matic proliferation of a segmentation scheme from one image
to the next within a series of images.

The object of the present invention is achieved by the data
handling system of the invention which comprises

an access module for accessing datasets of several catego-

ries

a connection module to link datasets in the respective cat-

egories.

The invention is based on the insight that datasets of dif-
ferent categories can be linked. That is, relationships can be
established between particular information parts in the
datasets. The data handling system of the invention is in
particular used to handle medically diagnostic datasets, such
as anatomical images, functional images or datasets relating
to physiological quantities. For example when for example
one dataset is an anatomical image a particular information
partinthe dataset such as a region of interest can be identified.
For example a second dataset relates to a time intensity curve.
The relationship established represents the time intensity
curve for the identified region of interest. According to one
aspect of the invention the information parts that have the
same origin in the object to be examined, such as the patient
to be examined, notably relate to the same portion of the
anatomy constitute the basis for the respective datasets to be
linked. The linking of the datasets of different categories
facilitates navigation through the categories of datasets. In
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particular, for example the user needs only to indicate a region
of interest in one anatomical images and the invention auto-
matically provides the linked portion of datasets in either
different categories but also may provide the linked portion in
other datasets in the same category. Thus, from a region of
interest in one anatomical image a link is provided to the
corresponding region of interest in other types of images
and/or other types of data, such as a time intensity curve for
that region of interest. Also the propagation of the region of
interest in one image, such as an anatomical image, through a
temporal succession of images may constitute links through
an image series.

These and other aspects of the invention will be further
elaborated with reference to the embodiments defined in the
dependent Claims.

According to a further aspect of the invention, datasets of
respective categories form ordered successions of datasets.
For example, such an ordered succession is formed by a time
series of images. For respective categories such as magnetic
resonance images of different contrast types, there occur indi-
vidual ordered successions of these magnetic resonance
images. According to the invention, the connection module is
also arranged to link an ordered succession in one category to
an ordered succession in another category. In particular, time
series of images different contrast may be linked to each
other. Or, a time intensity curve may be linked to a time series
of images.

According to a further aspect of the invention the linking of
datasets is made on the basis of corresponding features. That
is, datasets are linked through information parts that pertain to
the same origin in the object to be examined.

According to a further aspect of the invention, a selection
module is provided to select a feature in one of the dataset in
one particular category. For example, the feature selected is a
region of interest in an anatomical image. This selected fea-
ture is then employed by the connection module to establish
links to other datasets in other and/or the same category. That
is when linking to other categories, for example the region of
interest may be linked to corresponding regions of interest in
images of other contrast types, or to time intensity curves for
the selected region of interest. When, linking within a cat-
egory, for example the selected region of interest in one image
is propagated through the ordered succession of a time series
ofimages. The selection module may be operated on the basis
of'user input. Thus, the user may indicate the region of interest
to be selected an input the selection to the selection module,
which then carries out the selection in the datasets.

These and other aspects of the invention will be elucidated
with reference to the embodiments described hereinafter and
with reference to the accompanying drawing wherein

FIG. 1 shows a diagrammatic representation of the data
handling system of the invention.

FIG. 1 shows a diagrammatic representation of the data
handling system of the invention. The data handling system’s
access module 1 has access to various datasets in various
categories (D1 . . . D3). For example dataset D1 concerns a
succession of anatomic cardiac magnetic resonance images,
dataset D2 concerns a succession of cardiac perfusion images
and dataset D3 concerns a succession of time intensity curves.
The access module can access individual images from these
datasets, but also entire series can be accessed. The connec-
tion module 2 arranges links (1, . . . 1;) between the datasets.
The links may occur between single images or data parts of
datasets, between one image in one dataset and a multitude of
images or data parts in one or more the same or other datasets,
among multitudes of images or data parts in different datasets
or between a multitude of images or data parts in the same
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dataset. The access module is enabled on the basis of the links
established by the connection module to provide the linked
data to the user interface 3. Accordingly, all linked data, e.g.
anatomical images, functional images, time intensity curves
that are related as represented by them being linked are made
available to the user.

Moreover, the user interface 3 is coupled to the selection
unit. The selection module 4 is controlled by a selection
signal supplied by the user interface 3 to select datasets from
the various categories to be linked by the connection module
2. The selection signal may be generated, for example on the
basis of user input or automatically. The user input is for
example a selected region of interest in one of the images
shown on the user interface. The selection module then causes
the connection unit to establish links to datasets in the various
categories that pertain to the same region of interest. In an
automatic mode, the selection signal may be generated e.g. by
automatic identification of a particular feature in one of the
images.

The invention claimed is:

1. A medical diagnostic data handling system, comprising:

one or more memories which store a plurality of medically
diagnostic datasets;

a user interface device on which a user views medically
diagnostic information of a selected patient and on
which the user inputs a patient selection and an anatomi-
cal region of interest selection;

a connection module which searches through the one or
more memories storing medically diagnostic datasets
and establishes links between parts of the medically
diagnostic information in the plurality of medically
diagnostic data sets relating to the patient selection and
the anatomical region selection from the user interface
device, wherein the plurality of medically diagnostic
datasets includes anatomical and functional image
datasets which contain anatomical and functional
images generated at different times,
and further wherein the connection module links the

selected anatomical regions of interest together in a
temporally ordered succession, wherein the connec-
tion module is configured to link an ordered succes-
sion in one region of interest to an ordered succession
in another region of interest; and

an access module which accesses the plurality of medically
diagnostic datasets based on the links established by the
connection module to retrieve the parts of medically
diagnostic information relating to the patient selection
and the anatomical region of interest selection from the
user interface device, and forwards the retrieved parts of
the medically diagnostic information to the user inter-
face device for display.

2. The medical diagnostic data handling system as claimed
in claim 1, wherein the plurality of medically diagnostic
datasets includes an anatomical image dataset which stores
anatomical images of a plurality of patients.

3. The medical diagnostic data handling system as claimed
in claim 2, wherein the medically diagnostic datasets includes
a physiological quantity dataset which stores physiological
quantities of the patients.

4. The medical diagnostic data handling system as claimed
in claim 3, wherein the physiological quantities include time
intensity curves.

5. The medical diagnostic data handling system as claimed
in claim 3, wherein the plurality of medically diagnostic
datasets includes a functional image dataset which stores
functional images of the patients.
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6. The medical diagnostic data handling system as claimed
in claim 3, wherein the plurality of medically diagnostic
datasets includes contrast enhanced images with different
contrasts.

7. A medical diagnostic data handling system, comprising:

one or more memories which store a plurality of medically
diagnostic datasets;

a user interface including a display device on which a user
views medically diagnostic information of a selected
patient and a user input device on which the user inputs
a patient selection and an anatomical region of interest
selection;

one or more modules or processors configured to:
receive the patient selection and the anatomical region of

interest selection and establish links between parts of
the medically diagnostic information in the plurality
of medically diagnostic datasets stored in the one or
more memories corresponding to the patient selection
and the anatomical region selection by searching
through the one or more memories storing medically
diagnostic datasets,
and wherein the one or more modules or processors
are further configured to link a temporally ordered
succession of anatomical and function images
which correspond to the patient selection and a first
anatomical region of interest selection to an
ordered succession of a second anatomical region
of interest selection,
access the plurality of medically diagnostic datasets in
the one or more memories based on the established
links to retrieve the linked parts of medically diagnos-
tic information corresponding to the patient selection
and the anatomical region of interest selection, and
control the display device to display the retrieved linked
parts of the medically diagnostic information corre-
sponding to the patient selection and the anatomical
region of interest selection.

8. The medical diagnostic data handling system as claimed
in claim 7, wherein the plurality of medically diagnostic
datasets stored in the one or more memories includes an
anatomical image dataset which stores anatomical images of
a plurality of patients.

9. The medical diagnostic data handling system as claimed
in claim 8, wherein the medically diagnostic datasets stored in
the one or more memories includes a physiological quantity
dataset which stores physiological quantities of the patients.

10. The medical diagnostic data handling system as
claimed in claim 9, wherein the physiological quantities
include time intensity curves.

11. The medical diagnostic data handling system as
claimed in claim 9, wherein the plurality of medically diag-
nostic datasets stored in the one or more memories includes a
functional image dataset which stores functional images of
the patients.

12. The medical diagnostic data handling system as
claimed in claim 9, wherein the plurality of medically diag-
nostic dataset stored in the one or more memories includes
contrast enhanced images with different contrasts.

13. The medical diagnostic data handling system as
claimed in claim 7, wherein the one or more memories receive
and store anatomical image datasets and functional image
datasets which contain anatomical and functional images
generated at different times and wherein the one or more
modules or processors are further configured to:

link anatomical regions of the anatomical images and the
functional images which correspond to the patient selec-
tion and the anatomical region of interest selection.
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14. A medical diagnostic data handling system comprising:
one or more memories which store at least a first category
dataset and a second category dataset, the first category
dataset including medical diagnostic images, the medi-
cal diagnostic images being identified by patient and by
anatomical region, the second dataset including physi-
ological data identified by patient;
auser interface device on which a user selects a patient and
an anatomical region and on which the user views medi-
cal information of the selected patient;
one or more modules or processors configured to:
search through the one or more memories and establish
links among parts of the medically diagnostic images
of the selected anatomical region of the selected
patient and the physiological data relating to the
selected anatomical region of the selected patient,
wherein the medically diagnostic images are gener-
ated at different times,
and further wherein the one or more modules or pro-
cessors links the selected anatomical regions of
interest together in a temporally ordered succes-
sion, wherein the one or more modules or proces-
sors are further configured to link an ordered suc-
cession in the selected anatomical region to an
ordered succession in another anatomical region;
access the linked parts of medically diagnostic images
and physiological data based on the established links
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to retrieve the parts of medically diagnostic images
and the physiological data corresponding to the
selected patient and the selected anatomical region
from the user interface device, and

forward the retrieved linked parts of the medically diag-
nostic images and physiological data to the user inter-
face device for display.

15. The medical diagnostic data handling system as
claimed in claim 14, wherein the medical diagnostic images
include:

anatomical images,

functional images,

diffusion weighted images, and

perfusion images.

16. The medical diagnostic data handling system as
claimed in claim 15, wherein the physiological quantities
include time intensity curves and the one or more modules or
processors are further configured to:

link the time intensity curves, parts of the anatomical

images, and parts of at least one of the diffusion
weighted images and the perfusion images which corre-
spond to the selected patient and the selected anatomical
region; and

control the user interface to display the linked time inten-

sity curves and the parts of the images.
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